"Children of War: Bayda Asbridge’s Tribute to Resilience and Loss"

Bayda Asbridge's Children of War is an emotionally moving and profoundly thought-provoking
exhibition that sheds light on the often-overlooked realities of war's youngest victims. A
Syrian-British artist based in Worcester, Massachusetts, Asbridge brings her extensive
multidisciplinary expertise to this deeply moving body of work. Seamlessly integrating sculpture,
mixed media, and textile techniques, she crafts an immersive and evocative experience that
resonates on both an intellectual and emotional level.

In modern warfare, children are among the most vulnerable. Stripped of their protective and
secure environments, they are exposed to the horrific consequences of armed conflict.
Displacement, the loss of home and family, and the separation from parents, on whom they
depend for survival, leave lasting scars that persist well into adulthood. According to the UN
Children's Agency, approximately 473 million children, or more than one in six worldwide, live in
conflict zones.

Asbridge confronts this painful reality, compelling viewers to acknowledge the deep and
far-reaching impact of war on innocent lives. Though war may be geographically confined, its
consequences ripple across generations. The trauma endured by these children becomes
imprinted in their DNA, carrying its effects forward in ways that transcend borders and time.

At the heart of the exhibition is Asbridge's ability to translate the profound trauma of
war-affected children into powerful visual metaphors. A series of umbrella sculptures, either
suspended from the ceiling or resting upside down, serve as striking symbols of both protection
and vulnerability. The umbrella’s significance as a protective emblem is deeply embedded in
various cultural traditions. In many Asian cultures, umbrellas function not only as shields against
rain or sun but also as symbols of power and status. In ancient China, for instance, only
emperors and high-ranking officials were permitted to use ornate silk umbrellas, which conferred
authority and dignity upon their bearers. During traditional ceremonies, umbrellas are
prominently displayed to convey respect and reverence, further reinforcing their role as
protective symbols within social hierarchies.

In Children of War, Asbridge harnesses this symbolism to explore the fragile yet essential need
for protection, particularly for children in conflict zones. Her use of umbrella sculptures, some
suspended, others overturned and collecting symbolic raindrops, visually articulates the
precariousness of these children's realities, balancing between shelter and exposure, security
and vulnerability.

Crafted from round reeds, copper wire, and yarn, these sculptures embody the precarious
existence of displaced and vulnerable children. Water plays a recurring role in the exhibit,
evoking both destruction and survival, representing children who have drowned attempting to
escape war, those living in flooded refugee tents, and those suffering from extreme thirst. Such



an interplay invites viewers to grapple with the harsh realities faced by children in war-affected
regions while simultaneously highlighting their innate resilience and strength.

Another captivating piece is a delicate mobile sculpture featuring origami paper cranes, symbols
of peace, hope, and healing. Suspended beneath a wireframe umbrella, the cranes cascade
downward in shades of yellow, red, and brown, culminating in a circular gathering at the base.
The movement of the cranes, caught in an imagined breeze, suggests both fragility and a quiet,
enduring strength, maybe an homage to the unbreakable spirit of children who navigate the
turbulence of war. This reliance on a traditional Japanese craft further connects the exhibition's
themes to broader cultural and historical narratives, invoking the legend that those who fold
1,000 cranes may have their wishes granted, hence intertwining hope with the act of creation.

Perhaps one of the most striking installations is a translucent, igloo-like structure made from
natural fibers. The semi-transparent structure allows light to filter through, creating a dynamic
interplay of shadow and illumination. This piece serves as a metaphor for sanctuary and
entrapment, symbolizing the thin veil between safety and danger in the lives of displaced
children. The stitches adorning its surface hint at physical and psychological wounds inflicted by
conflict, while the small window suggests a yearning for escape, hope, or simply a glimpse of a
better world. This eloquently illustrates how even a moment of light can be overshadowed by
the darkness of despair.

Asbridge incorporates several elements that enhance the exhibition's emotional impact. This
multi-sensory approach deepens the viewer's emotional engagement and reminds them of the
stark contrasts between innocence and violence, comfort and chaos.

The exhibition is a testament to Asbridge's mastery in using materiality to convey narrative
depth. Her sculptural works transcend aesthetic beauty; they demand engagement, empathy,
and reflection. The meticulous weaving, folding, and construction of each piece parallel the
resilience of children piecing together shattered lives. Asbridge's innovative use of everyday
materials to create impressive installations reinforces how art can be a powerful tool for
advocacy and awareness.

Children of War is more than an art exhibition, it is a call to withess, remember, and act.
Asbridge compels viewers to confront the harsh realities millions of children face worldwide,
urging them to see beyond statistics and into the human experiences behind them. Knowledge
of the ongoing crises in so many areas of the world lends an urgency to her message,
reminding audiences that these are not isolated tragedies but global issues that demand
collective action and compassion.

Through her exquisite craftsmanship and impassioned storytelling, Asbridge transforms the
exhibition space into a space of mourning, resilience, and ultimately, hope. This exhibition is a
powerful reminder that art can transcend cultural barriers, speaking to our shared humanity and
inspiring change. Viewers leave, will carry with them a deepened understanding of the



complexities of war and a renewed commitment to advocate for peace and justice for the most
vulnerable among us.



